[Two cases of typhoid fever with reduced susceptibility to fluoroquinolones].
Two separate febrile Indian patients who reside in Japan and had recently returned from their country were diagnosed as suffering from typhoid fever. Fluoroquinolone therapy was clinically ineffective and the addition of a third-generation cephalosporin was required in each case. Each strain of Salmonella Typhi was resistant to nalidixic acid in vitro and also showed higher minimal inhibitory concentration to other quinolones than usual susceptible strains. Similar cases of typhoid fever responding poorly to quinolone treatment have been observed in the Indian subcontinent, south-east Asia and central Asia since the early 1990s, and potential spread by travelers into Japan is of serious concern. Although quinolones still remain the drugs of choice for treatment of typhoid fever, physicians should be aware of the possibility and implications of clinical treatment failure.